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CONCORDIA 

Christian, Reaffirmed, Unanimous Confession of the Teaching and Faith by the undersigned 

Electors, Princes and Estates of the Augsburg Confession and by their Theologians, whose names are 

subscribed at the end of the book.  

With an appended declaration, well-grounded in the Word of God as the only guiding principle, of 

several articles about which controversy and strife occurred after Dr. Martin Luther’s blessed death. 

Prepared for publication with the unanimous agreement and by order of the aforementioned 

Electors, Princes and Estates for the instruction and admonition of their Lands, Churches, Schools 

and Descendants. 

 

 Dresden : by Matthes Stockel und Gimel Bergen, 1580. 



Primary criteria: historic and spiritual 

This book is the foundation document of the confessional Lutheran Church. Candidates for 

ordination in the LCA are required to study it carefully and be prepared to accept its contents as 

their own confession. The book contains documents that were formulated and argued about over a 

fifty year period during the Reformation, as the ‘Lutherans’ sought to articulate their beliefs and 

their differences from the Roman Catholic Church. These documents include the Augsburg 

Confession, read before the Emperor Charles V at the German Diet of 1530 and its Apology, or 

defence, both written by Philipp Melanchthon. There are also the Smalcald Articles, Treatise on the 

Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Small and Large Catechisms, both from 1529, all written by 

Martin Luther. The Small Catechism is still taught to children preparing for confirmation and the 

Large Catechism is used by pastors teaching them. Finally, there is the longest document of them all, 

the Formula of Concord, prepared in 1577 to unite the conflicting factions of Lutherans. 

After the Book itself, are 44 unnumbered pages of names of the 8188 signatories of the Formula of 

Concord, pastors and schoolteachers [Schuldiener], divided according to the various principalities in 

Germany at the time. These names do not appear in modern editions of the Book of Concord. Copy 2 

has an extra 6 pages of signatures. This book has been continuously in print in various editions in 

German first and later in English and in many other languages in the past 400 plus years. The latest 

edition in English is The Book of Concord: the confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Wengert, Timothy  & Kolb, Robert, eds.   Fortress Press, 2000. 

Comparative criteria: provenance and condition 

The library holds two copies of the original Book of Concord: 

 Copy 1 was presented by Rev. D. B. Muetzelfeldt in 1969, from the library of his father, Karl 

Muetzelfeldt, who had been a lecturer at Immanuel Seminary. 

 Copy 2 was presented by the family of the late Pastor Otto Thiele in 1980. It has a number of 

signatures on the title page: P. J. Oster, 1859, who brought it to South Australia, Joh. Kleinschmit, 

1674, Friedrich Carl Nolden, 1778 & Theodr. Nickel, Eudunda, 1905. There are two other undated 

signatures. This continuous record of provenance is an attestation of the importance the book held 

for its owners. 

The books have tooled pigskin and wooden boards; the metal clasps are intact on copy 1 and missing 

from the second copy. The books have [12] pages Vorrede = Preface, 330 pages of text, and 24 

leaves in the Appendix, which has a separate titlepage: the witness and teaching of Holy Scripture 

and the early church on the person of the LORD Jesus Christ. 

Title page in red and black. The Colophon is a beautiful example of the printer’s art, with an image 

and quotation from Psalm 9. The Colophon is dated 1581 (copy 1) and 1579 (copy 2). Copy 1 has two 

full pages of notes in German and Latin in the back endpapers, which give a rough chronology of the 

years 1529-1579. Copy 2 has marginal notes in at least two different hands in the section on the 

“eternal foresight and election of God”. The two books have their contents in somewhat different 

order, so they are not identical copies. A professor of theology at Concordia University in Chicago 

has located 130 copies of this edition in 14 countries, not including these two in Australia. I have let 

the author know of these two copies held in Adelaide.1 

 
1 Thomas von Hagel, A Bibliography of the 1580 Dresden Concordia, in Concordia Journal 37:4 

(2011), p.292-298. 

 



 

Last page of the book of Concord (p.331): 

“Therefore, we intend to give witness before the face of God and the whole of Christendom, among 

those who are living and those who will come after us, that the foregoing explanation in all its details 

and the articles in dispute, and no other explanation, to be our faith, teaching and confession; in 

which we, by the grace of God and with unshakable hearts, appearing before the judgement seat of 

Jesus Christ, and there give reckoning; and we will neither secretly nor in public speak or write 

anything contrary to it, but by means of the grace of God 

 we will keep our thoughts to it. We have truly 

 stated this in the fear of God and by his calling  

and with our own hands  

signed it.” 

RB KL41 L531 1584 

This copy of the Book of Concord is easily overlooked because of its size and date. It is smaller than 

the original editions, and newer, by four years. But it is fascinating in itself. Firstly, it is an all-Latin 

edition, and an owner’s signature appears on the title page: Andreas Kapper. Secondly, the blank 



pages at the beginning and the end of the book are all taken up with a hand-written index of the 

contents of the book. This is also in Latin and easily legible as it is very neatly written in two columns, 

with numbers referring not to the page numbers, but to handwritten numbers transcribed in the 

margins throughout the volume: Index rerum praecipuarum. 

 
Finally, the Small Catechism, or Enchiridion, is illustrated throughout, as if it were to be used for 

instructing children, in Latin. 



 


